Experience in treating persons with HIV/AIDS and the legalization of assisted suicide: the views of Canadian physicians.
The objective of this study is to determine the opinions of a random sample of Canadian family physicians and a population of non-specialist physicians known to provide care to persons with HIV/AIDS about the legalization of physician assisted suicide for persons with HIV disease. In addition, we have attempted to ascertain the physician characteristics that may be associated with a favourable or negative opinion. Self-administered, anonymous questionnaires were mailed to 2,890 family physicians across Canada. Logistic regression analysis was used to determine whether physician characteristics were predictive of agreement with the legalization of physician assisted suicide. Of the respondents who had an opinion, 60% agreed with the legalization of physician assisted suicide. Multivariate analyses indicated that physicians who were living in the provinces of British Columbia (BC), Ontario, or Québec (OR = 1.63, 95% CI: 1.10, 2.43) and who provided routine follow-up care (OR = 1.85, 95% CI: 1.30, 2.63) or palliative care (OR 1.66, 95% CI: 1.13, 2.44) to those with HIV disease were more likely to agree with legalization of physician assisted suicide. This analysis demonstrates a strong support for the legalization of physician assisted suicide for persons with HIV disease among physicians experienced in providing care to those affected.